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Our text continues in the immediate aftermath 
of the feeding of the five thousand. That quiet 
miracle which no one, not even the disciples, 
realized until it was over. Even in realizing it was 
a miracle, they could not understand. The people 
might not have been able to understand it, but 
they knew its importance. They coveted its effect. 
The crowd had been enthralled as it listened to 
the voice of its shepherd. Somehow that shepherd 
had provided bread and fish sufficient to feed 
every one of them. This shepherd possessed 
not only authority, but divine power… power that 
could alter the physical world around him. To 
make use of that power themselves, they mobbed 
Jesus… from all over they came with their sick 
and mobbed him that the sick might be made well. 
And they were.

Meanwhile, back among the disciples, we have 
been told that “their hears were hardened.” You 
may recollect, as did the original readers and 
hearers of Mark’s gospel, that God hardened 
Pharoah’s heart (Ex. 9:12 & 10:27). The “hardened 
heart” tradition is picked up by John, the 
evangelist (Jn. 12:4), and by the Apostle Paul 
(Ro. 9:18). The verb for “hardened” is a passive 
verb. It means that the disciples did not harden 
themselves but that this hardening was done 
unto them. Understanding the implications of 
the feeding of the five thousand should have 

brought with it an understanding of Jesus’ 
lordship over the things of nature. Since they did 
not understand those implications, they were 
terrified and astounded at Jesus’ walking across 
the water and the wind ceasing when he got into 
the boat with them. These disciples will need 
some power outside of themselves to “unharden” 
their hearts. This outside power will be revealed 
as Jesus himself (Lk. 24:45). Mark in his gospel, 
however, continues to maintain the disciples’ lack 
of understanding, i.e., hardness of heart.

God’s Word, placed in your ears by your 
preacher, is that external word, Jesus Christ, 
who is given to break your stony hard hearts. The 
Holy Spirit, God willing, will wield the Word like a 
hammer to shatter them and replace them with 
the clean heart of Jesus Christ.

Table Talk: Discuss hardness of heart, its 
dangers, and its resolution.

Pray: Heavenly Father, break my hard heart 
and fill it with faith. Amen
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45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other 
side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave of 
them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And when evening came, the boat was 
out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they were making 
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night 
he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 but when they saw 
him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw him 
and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not 
be afraid.” 51 And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were 
hardened.

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the 
shore. 54 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him 
55 and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to 
wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, 
they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the 
fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well.
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