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Jesus began to teach in the synagogue at 
Nazareth. Here he was the hometown boy made 
good, the talk of the countryside, rumors of 
his healing abilities abounded, and he knew 
his Torah! You’d have thought the residents of 
Nazareth would have been proud that a son of 
their community garnered so much honor and 
notoriety. But, alas, that wasn’t to be the case. 
“Many who heard him were astonished…” (vs. 
2). And that was not in a good way. Just listen 
to the questions of doubt and derision that 
followed: “Where did he get these things… this 
wisdom… these mighty works?” (vs. 2). He’s 
just a carpenter… only the son of Mary… only 
the brother of… his sisters are still with us… (vs. 
3). The crowd worked itself into quite a state of 
offense (vs. 3).

Jesus’ reaction reveals that he “marveled” at 
their unbelief. Earlier, when Table Talk dealt with 
the unforgivable sin of blaspheming against the 
Holy Spirit (Mark 3:20-35), that unforgivable sin 
was denial of the Holy Spirit’s ability to work faith. 
It says, “I don’t believe it!” In that denial, those 
sinners call God and the Holy Spirit liars. In Jesus’ 
visit to his hometown, he encounters people who 
were so convinced that they knew the truth, that 
they rejected the work of the Holy Spirit. Instead, 
they clung to their preconceptions, assumptions, 

and cherished opinions. Consequently, they 
received no faith from the Holy Spirit.

The situation in Jesus’ hometown betrays 
the situation of sinners throughout history and 
throughout the world. Sinners cling desperately 
to any truth they think they know. They reject 
what they hear if it’s contrary to any of their 
preconceptions, assumptions, or cherished 
opinions. Preachers, in order for such sinners to 
hear the gospel, must absolutely slay them with 
the law’s demands. They must be stripped of all 
human potential. Only when the truth of the law’s 
death sentence, “You shall surely die,” (Ge. 2:17), 
is thrust upon them, do sinners cease to cling to 
their own truths. All those falsehoods slip away 
from their cold, dead fingers. Only dead ears are 
empty enough to hear the gospel.

Table Talk: Discuss what “truths” of your own 
impede your hearing of the gospel.

Pray: Heavenly Father, keep my ears open to 
hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed 
him. 2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard 
him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom 
given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, 
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to them, “A prophet 
is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own 
household.” 5 And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a 
few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.
7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey 
except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not 
put on two tunics. 10 And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until 
you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to 
you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 
12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out 
many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.

MARK 6:1-13 ESV MARK 6:1-13 ESV

1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed 
him. 2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard 
him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom 
given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, 
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to them, “A prophet 
is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own 
household.” 5 And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a 
few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.
7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey 
except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not 
put on two tunics. 10 And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until 
you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to 
you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 
12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out 
many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.


