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The populace speculated regarding Jesus’ true 
identity: …was he John the Baptist? …was he 
Elijah the prophet? …was he another prophet of 
old? Speculation ran rampant. Even Herod chimed 
in with an official royal opinion. Herod declared 
Jesus to be John the Baptist risen from the dead. 
Herod had maintained a perplexing relation with 
this baptizing preacher. On the one hand, Herod 
heard John’s accusation against him for breaking 
the law and violating moral sensibilities; Herod 
had, indeed, married his brother’s wife. On the 
other hand, Herod heard John’s teaching gladly. 
Herodias, Herod’s illegitimate wife, possessed an 
unrelenting grudge against John, even when his 
public voice had been silenced by imprisonment. 
Herodias would not be satisfied until John the 
Baptist was dead… dead and silenced in the way 
that only the grave can shut one up.

Such is the way of sinners. The law never stops 
accusing them. Herodias heard that accusation 
in the voice of the baptizing prophet. It rang like 
a constant refrain in her ears, “You are guilty!” 
“You are wrong!” “You are condemned!” That is 
what the law does to us. It convicts us, condemns 
us, and executes us. Herodias could not stand 
the accusation of the law working upon her. 
She seized upon the opportunity to silence that 
accusing voice. Just so, John was beheaded, 
and Herodias received John’s head as a trophy, 

a talisman so she could convince herself that the 
accusing voice had been shut up by the grave. 

She could not help but be disappointed. The 
law is not silenced by human manipulation. 
Neither Herodias, nor any of us, shuts up the 
law so easily. Of course, the grave stands ready 
to shut up those voices which we consign to it. 
Legislatures stand ready to change laws that we 
find too uncomfortable in their accusation against 
us. Church councils, leaders, and even preachers 
stand ready to amend constitutions, change the 
rules, or even alter their preaching when sinners 
demand that the accusations cease. None of 
these are successful… neither the silence of the 
grave or the manipulations of the lawgivers bring 
an end to the law. The end of the law is found only 
in Jesus Christ (Ro. 10:4)!

Table Talk: What laws or rules have you 
changed because of their accusation?

Pray: Heavenly Father, end the law, keep me in 
Christ. Amen.
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14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the 
Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work 
in him.” 15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of 
the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, 
has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in 
prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 18 
For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could 
not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.

21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodias’s 
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said 
to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to 
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went 
out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John 
the Baptist.” 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, 
“I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the 
king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to 
break his word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to 
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on 
a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples 
heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
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