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This blind beggar may not have physical 
vision, but he does see something that many 
missed as Jesus and the disciples journeyed 
through the countryside.  Bartimaeus, as he sat 
alongside the road, heard that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing by.  He interjected his voice into 
the hubbub of the crowd that surrounded Jesus 
and the disciples.  He gave voice to what he with 
his blind eyes saw:  this Jesus of Nazareth was 
indeed the Son of David.  Bartimaeus trusted the 
tradition (as noted by Josephus) that the Son of 
David had great powers of healing.  Still, as he 
gave voice to his perception, some of the crowd 
rebuked him and tried to silence him (vs. 48).  
But he shrugged off their attempts at silencing 
him and shouted even more vigorously, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Bartimaeus, 
like the lepers of Luke 17, cried out for an 
undeserved healing, unmerited, and simply 
by the grace of God.  As soon as Jesus stops 
and acknowledges the pleas of the blind man, 
the tenor of the crowd changes.  It moves from 
trying to silence Bartimaeus to encouraging 
him, “Take heart.  Get up; he is calling you” (vs. 
49).   Jesus ascertains that this blind man wants 
the restoration of his sight (vs. 51).  And then 
Jesus dismisses him, “Go your way; your faith 
has made you well” (vs. 52).  In that dismissal, 

Bartimaeus’ sight is restored but rather than go 
his way, Bartimaeus “follows” Jesus.

The blessings of this bible passage reveal 
how deeply the Holy Spirit must work on us to 
bring us to the salvation we so desire.  First, 
the Holy Spirit gives to Bartimaeus the gift of 
perceiving the Lordship of Jesus hidden beneath 
the humanity of Jesus of Nazareth.  Second, the 
Holy Spirit provides persistence for Bartimaeus’ 
pleas for mercy even in the presence of nay-
sayers.  Third, the Holy Spirit places certainty in 
Bartimaeus' answer to Jesus’ question, “What 
do you want me to do for you?”  And, finally, 
the Holy Spirit delivers the faith and trust in the 
Word of Jesus, Son of David, which will be the 
agents of restoring Bartimaeus’ sight.  The Holy 
Spirit is at work in every facet of this biblical 
narrative beginning from when Bartimaeus first 
heard the news of Jesus’ presence to his final 
acknowledgement of his way being Jesus’ way 
(vs. 52).

Table Talk:  Discuss the distinction between 
what a believer hears in Scripture and what a 
pagan would find there?  

Pray:  Heavenly Father, grant that your Holy 
Spirit open my ears to hear the news of Jesus’ 
presence, open my blind eyes to see, and my 
mouth to call out.  Amen
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46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 
great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 
47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But 
he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and 
said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he 
is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And 
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, 
“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has 
made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.
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