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An incredibly quiet miracle here, almost 
surreptitiously thrust upon the people as they 
hungered there on the hillside. Jesus had earlier 
noted that they appeared as sheep without a 
shepherd; he felt for them. The crowd, as Jesus 
taught them, began to hear the voice of their 
shepherd (Jn. 10:27) and they stayed until a 
late hour. The issue of their hunger arose. The 
disciples wanted to send them away, but Jesus 
dismissed that idea with his command, “You give 
them something to eat.” The disciples, followers 
of this itinerant rabbi Jesus, had little or no money 
to feed a crowd of that size. They had no means 
of purchasing bread. Jesus, though, turns them 
to see what they already have. They discover five 
loaves and two fish in their possession. And now 
the quiet… quiet miracle: Jesus simply blesses the 
loaves, the disciples distribute what Jesus blest, 
and there is an overabundance for thousands of 
people, an incredibly quiet miracle.

I say a quiet miracle because nobody knew 
what was going on, not even the disciples. They 
simply received the loaves and fishes and handed 
them out. It proved an inexhaustible supply. No 
matter how much they distributed there was still 
more left over after everyone had had their fill. 
That’s the way it is with blessing.

Our usual way of considering blessing is 
to associate it with making something holy. 

Technically, that’s called consecration—the 
setting apart of divine things. Blessing can also 
be considered as the bestowing of favor from 
one person to the other or from the divine to the 
human, as in “the Lord bless you and keep you... 
…and look upon you with favor.” But, perhaps 
the most significant way of considering blessing 
is to consider it as the bestowal of fruitfulness. 
Newly married couples are blessed so that their 
union will be fruitful in producing children. The 
newly ordained are blessed so that their ministry 
will be fruitful in preaching the Word and caring 
for the congregants. All sorts of people receive 
blessings. They are prayed over and blessed so 
that the multitude of their vocations would prove 
fruitful in benefit to themselves, their families, and 
their communities. Jesus blessed the loaves and 
fishes, and they were fruitful in feeding the five 
thousand. God’s Word is blessed for it is fruitful in 
accomplishing that for which it is sent (Is. 55:11). 
You are fruitful, blessed by the hearing of God’s 
Word.

Table Talk: Explore the possibilities of blessing 
as fruitfulness.

Pray: Heavenly Father, let your Word be a 
blessing in my ears. Amen.
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30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 
And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” 
For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went 
away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and 
recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 
them. 34 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many 
things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate 
place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside 
and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give 
them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii 
worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do 
you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 
Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat 
down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And 
they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.
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