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Did you notice that these Pharisees did not 
ask Jesus whether it was right or good for a man 
to divorce his wife (vs. 2)? This was an intentional 
ploy on the part of the Pharisees.  They were 
not concerned about whether the preservation 
of a marriage was right or whether it was good. 
Their only concern was whether it was legal 
for a man to destroy the marriage, impoverish 
the woman, and reject her for someone more 
attractive. If it is legal, it’s permissible whether 
it’s right and good, or not.  Jesus, however, 
will not permit them to play around in their 
legalism. He confronts them immediately with 
an accusation concerning the quality of their 
hearts: their hearts are hard. Moses “legalized” 
divorce only because the people’s hearts were 
hard, especially the Pharisees whose stock and 
trade consisted of the proper legalities. As Jesus 
puts it, Moses’ writing of this commandment is a 
specific instance of the law accommodating the 
people’s sin. The commandment is contrary to 
God’s intention as set forth in Genesis (vs. 7-9).

Two things should be observed from this 
exchange. The first is that Moses delivered up 
this law, suggesting perhaps a more temporal 
and human source for the law.  The second 
thing is this: Jesus frames that law as being 
in opposition to God’s created purpose. 
Jesus does something similar with the law 

and regulations regarding Sabbath-keeping 
(Mk. 2:27-28). Jesus came to fulfill the law (Mt. 
5:7).  To those who believe, Jesus is the end 
of the law (Rm. 10:4). The person of faith, the 
new creature in Christ, is no longer ruled by 
the law but instead is ruled by love because 
Christ is the new creature’s life. The law can 
only accuse us. We are not that new creature 
in Christ continuously but only momentarily 
when faith expels the law from the conscience.  
Without the law in the conscience, the new 
creature acts spontaneously in love toward 
the neighbor. However, when the law remains 
in the conscience, even Moses realized, that it 
is without mercy in its accusation. So, Moses 
“watered down” the law concerning divorce 
because the people’s hearts were hardened.  In 
this case, the law was made to accommodate 
sin. Only the full accusation of the law, though, 
breaks hardened hearts, establishes faith, 
and brings about repentance because it is 
accompanied by the full promise of the gospel.  
Law and gospel must be distinguished but not 
separated.

Table Talk: Discuss instances when the law is 
flexible and temporary.  

Pray: Heavenly Father forgive my sin, rule me 
by Christ’s love.  Amen
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2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, 
“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus 
said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But 
from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become 
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.”

10 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, 12 
and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.
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