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Jesus’ disciples reacted to this 
pronouncement of his: “…the disciples were 
amazed at his words” (vs. 24).  Jesus is not 
through with shocking those who follow him.  He 
now states just how difficult it is for the wealth 
to enter the kingdom:  more difficult than it is 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
(vs. 25).  And here, the disciples are more than 
amazed.  They are astonished.  They experience 
the first century equivalent of “having your 
socks knocked off.”  They are truly struck out of 
their self-possession.  That blow leads them to 
exclaim: “Then who can be saved?” (vs. 26).  

Jesus answers their question with a 
declaration of humanity’s weakness and God’s 
absolute power:  impossible for man; but 
God can do all things (vs. 27).  Peter poses a 
more specific question.  He has no interest 
in generalizations about the wealthy.  Peter 
demands to know exactly what the sacrifices 
he and the other disciples have made are 
worth (Vs. 28).  Jesus answers him with words 
of blessing both temporal and eternal.  The 
temporal blessing reassures all who hear it that 
sacrifice for the sake of Jesus and the gospel will 
be repaid one hundredfold.  But that temporal 
blessing does not come without a caveat:  that 
one hundredfold blessing includes persecutions 

as well.  This should call to your mind another one 
of Jesus’ pronouncements: “In the world you will 
have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33).  The temporal blessing 
announces that in this life, you cannot sacrifice 
your way out of persecution and trouble.  Even 
the blessing received on account of sacrifice for 
Jesus’ sake and the gospel includes the curse 
of persecution.  On the eternal side, however, 
there is no caveat.  The age to come brings the 
all-inclusive blessing of eternal life.

There is no quid-pro-quo here.  Your sacrifice 
made for Jesus’ sake and the gospel’s does 
not purchase… it is not a trade… there’s no 
exchange… of your so-called worthy goods for 
the hundredfold promised by Jesus.  Your most 
precious possession—that of a worthy, religious 
life—was put to death in your baptism.  Jesus 
provides your mortal flesh with the plentitude of 
blessing common to the communion of saints.

Table Talk:  Discuss why temporal blessings 
are often mistaken for eternal blessings.  

Pray: Father, hold me secure in your 
blessings.  Amen
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MARK 10: 23-31 ESV MARK 10: 23-31 ESV

23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, 
“Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, 
but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, 
“See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first.”
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