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The same Greek word “menno,” which means 
“remain” or “abide,” is used both here in vs. 35 
and earlier in vs. 31.  A sense of permanence 
attaches to the word.  Like Isaiah and Peter tell 
us “All flesh is grass;” it doesn’t endure at all.  
The Word of the Lord endures forever.  In that 
quotation from 1 Peter 1:25, the Greek word 
translated as “endures” is the same word used 
here, “menno.”  It is taken from the prophet 
Isaiah when he hears the voice establishing the 
inconstancy of the people versus the constancy 
of the Lord (Is. 40:6, 8):  The people and their 
promises dry up and blow away.  The constancy 
of the Lord… the faithfulness of the Lord… the 
promises of the Lord are forever reliable.  

This distinction:  the constancy of the Lord 
versus the inconstancy of the people, is what 
Jesus is establishing in making the distinction 
between the slave and the son regarding their 
status in the household (vs. 35).  The slave, 
who has only the possibilities brought about 
by obedience, has no status as a member of 
the household and will not abide by simple 
obedience.  The son, on the other hand, already 
has status as a member of the household.  The 
son remains in the household because of that 
status and not because of his obedience.  This 
is like the concept Jesus uses in his high priestly 

prayer of John 17.  There it is the distinction 
between the disciples being “in” the world but 
not “of” the world.  Here, the slave is “in” the 
house but not “of” the house and so will not 
remain “in” the house.  In contrast, the son is 
both “of” the house and “in” the house and so 
will remain “in” the house.  There, as a member 
of the household and not merely an obedient 
slave, the son enjoys complete freedom and has 
the run of the house.  

You and I, Jesus reveals, practice sin and, as 
such, are slaves to sin (vs.34).  Mere obedience 
to the Word does not provide freedom from sin 
nor establish us as members of the household.  
We must have a change in status from slave to 
house member.  Only Jesus, by claiming us and 
setting us free… free indeed, changes our status 
from that of slave to that of sons and daughters 
for he establishes us as his brothers and sisters, 
children of the same heavenly Father.

Table Talk:  How do you see the distinction 
between slave and son?

Pray:  Heavenly Father, grant me to remain in 
your house forever.  Amen
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31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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