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Just as Nicodemus was bewildered and 
confused in last week’s gospel (Jn. 3:1-17), so 
too does confusion abound in our text today. The 
crowd that has gathered around Jesus’ home 
is saying he’s “out of his mind.” Jesus’ family 
tries to protect him by seizing him and taking 
him away from the crowd’s threats. The scribes 
from Jerusalem say Jesus’ problem is demon 
possession. The crowds, Jesus’ family, and the 
scribes all find it impossible to believe Jesus’ 
preaching: “…all sins will be forgiven the children 
of man…” (vs. 28). Jesus goes on, naming an 
exception, the unforgiveable sin (vs. 29) and 
rejecting his family’s claim upon him (vs. 33). 

Jesus’ death on the cross atoned for all sins, 
every sin of every person. That is simply the 
doctrine of unlimited atonement. Even those who 
blaspheme against the Holy Spirit fall under this 
atonement. The problem is they don’t believe it. 
Their blasphemy against the Holy Spirit denies the 
Holy Spirit’s ability to work faith in them as they 
hear this preaching of Christ (Ro. 10:17). They hear 
the Word of forgiveness but say, “I don’t believe 
it!” In that denial of the Holy Spirit’s efficacy, they 
call their God and his Holy Spirit liars. Christ died 
for the forgiveness of sins but, without faith, Christ 
never dies for the forgiveness of their sin. As a 
result, their sin remains unforgiven. And just there 
is the exception. 

Jesus’ rejection of his family’s claim upon him 
would have shocked his hearers in the crowd even 
as it reached the ears of his uncomprehending 
family. The bonds of clan and kinship constituted 
the social fabric of Jesus’ cultural setting. The 
family’s interlocking network of patrons and 
clients, of obligation and debt, of love and rewards 
established a person’s standing within the 
community, provided their accorded honor, and 
set them within a peer group where they could 
operate among equals. But… take note of Jesus’ 
move here. While he rejects the claims of clan and 
kinship, he also expands the notion of “family,” 
especially his family. His family will reach to ends 
of the earth. The will of God now determines 
Jesus’ family—that is, Jesus’ family now includes 
all those who come to faith. Essentially, everyone 
who does not blaspheme against the Holy Spirit 
is a member of Jesus’ family. You, as you rest 
in the confidence of having a God who does not 
lie… you enjoy the bonds of kinship among the 
brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ.

Table Talk: Discuss the various ways you have 
understood the “unforgiveable” sin.

Pray: Heavenly Father, grant that I remain 
confident that you do not lie when you declare my 
sins forgiven. Amen.
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20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could 
not even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for 
they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”

22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He 
is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out 
the demons.” 23 And he called them to him and said to them in parables, 
“How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, 
that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself 
and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can 
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the 
strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.

28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and 
whatever blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they 
were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent 
to him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said 
to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33 And 
he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking 
about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister 
and mother.”
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