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This rich man makes many missteps as 
he approaches Jesus and asks for special 
instruction as to how he might inherit eternal 
life.  Many people reach the end of the reading 
and conclude that he had a wealth problem.  
The remedy, they think, is as Jesus’ commands, 
“Give it all away!”  In such thinking, the many 
decry the benefits of wealth and miss out on the 
comforts of faith, relying instead on obedience 
to the Law.

The man’s first misstep is that he calls Jesus 
“good.”  Jesus denies that anyone, save God, is 
good.  The mans’ second misstep comes when 
he asks, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
The question assumes that works righteousness 
merits eternal life.  His third misstep comes 
immediately upon the heels of Jesus inquiring 
about his knowledge of the commandments.  
The man overreaches in that he provides more 
information than was asked of him—that is, not 
only does he know the commandments, but 
he also claims that he has kept them “from my 
youth” (vs. 20).  By such a claim, he puts himself 
forth as a righteous and good man, worthy (in his 
own eyes) of inheriting eternal life.

Jesus’ observation, that this man lacks one 
thing and commands him to resolve that lack 
by selling all that he has and giving it to the 
poor, reveals two conclusions to be drawn from 

this incident.  The first conclusion is regarding 
the Law.  The man comes to Jesus assuming 
that works—knowing, doing, and keeping 
the commandments—were the source of his 
righteousness and goodness that merited 
eternal life.  He seeks ratification from Jesus 
for what he’s already achieved.  The second 
conclusion regards faith… faith in Jesus.  Eternal 
life has never been about knowing, doing, and 
keeping the commandments.  It has always 
been about faith in Christ, him crucified, and 
him alone.  This man had no faith in Christ but 
only faith in himself and his works.  He couldn’t 
conceive of surrendering the works in order to 
have faith and faith alone.

We, too, you and me, we have a wealth 
problem.  The problem isn’t that we have too 
many possessions or too much wealth.  Our 
wealth is our works.  We are good people, 
kind to our neighbors, generous to church and 
charity.  We have a wealth of worthiness… a 
worthiness hard to forsake for the sake of faith 
and faith alone. 

Table Talk:  Speak of the times you’ve wanted 
to present your works to Jesus. 

Pray: Heavenly Father, hold me in faith alone, 
faith in Christ.  Amen
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17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, 
all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to 
him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions
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