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2 Thessalonians 3:(1-5) 6-13
“Now we command you… keep 

away from any brother who is
walking in idleness…” Vs. 6

Once again, the Apostle Paul exercises 
pastoral care over this favored congregation 
of his. First off, Paul commends them to 
the faithfulness of the Lord who will guard 
them against the evil one (vs 3). He also 
directs their hearts to God’s love and Christ’s 
steadfastness (vs 5). After these good words 
of reassurance, Paul takes up his pastoral 
concern: someone is being “idle” or perhaps 
“sloppy” (the Greek word can be translated 
as either) in or about the tradition the 
congregation received from Paul’s preaching, 
teaching, and example (vs 6).

This failure to follow the apostolic 
tradition and example established by Paul 
requires dramatic action. “Keep away!” 
commands Paul; and later, “…let him not 
eat.” These severe injunctions echo what 
the Apostle John commands regarding false 
teachers, especially those who won’t confess 
“Jesus as Christ coming in the flesh” (2 Jn 
1:7). The congregation John addresses is to 

shut such deceivers out of their households, 
refusing them the basics of hospitality, not 
even acknowledging them with a greeting (2 
Jn 1:10). As with the congregation at Corinth 
where Paul acknowledged the necessity 
of schisms and heresies in order to reveal 
those who were “approved” or “chosen” (1 
Cor. 11:18-19), to continue in the apostolic 
preaching, teaching, and example means 
continuing in the “one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic church.”

On occasion, as these biblical examples 
of pastoral care indicate, your pastor must 
simply tell you that you are wrong and that 
there will be consequences if you continue 
in that wrong. Your pastor doesn’t find it any 
easier than did Paul, John, or the rest of the 
original apostles; but it is their responsibility. 
Likewise, elders in the congregation, 
bishops of the church, and even concerned 
congregants bear a responsibility to speak 
to their pastor, quietly and privately, if the 
pastor strays from the “one, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic tradition. This sort of mutual 
accountability is integral to pastoral care and 
oversight within the body of Christ.

Table Talk:  Explain how these episodes 
contrast with the love command.

Pray:   Heavenly Father, hold us in the 
oneness of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen
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2 Thessalonians 3:(1-5) 6-13 English Standard Version (ESV)

(3 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, 
as happened among you, 

2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith.  

3 But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.  
 
4 And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things 
that we command.
 
5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.)
 
6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away 
from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you 
received from us.  
 
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we 
were with you,  
 
8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night 
and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you.  
 
9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to 
imitate.  
 
10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not 
willing to work, let him not eat.  
 
11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies.  
 
12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 
quietly and to earn their own living.

13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.
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