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John 8:31-36  
“If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples…” Vs. 3

Once again Jesus challenges the Jews 
by exposing their idolatry. Throughout the 
Gospel of John, Jesus has confronted the 
Jews, especially the Pharisees, with their 
idolatry of the Torah. The Torah consisted of 
the five books of Moses—Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy. 
These were also known as the Pentateuch 
or the books of the Law. The Torah, given 
by God to be a life-giving Word, was being 
used idolatrously by Pharisees and other 
Jews. Their obedience to the Law would 
manipulate God: “If all Jews obeyed all the 
Torah for just one day, then Messiah would 
come.” Jesus exposes the lie of that idolatry.

During the inter-Testamental period—
that time between the events of Malachi and 
the events of Matthew—the Jews had come 
to refer to the Torah by such metaphors as 
“The Light of the World;” “The Bread of 
Life;” or “The Living Water.” In the Gospel 
of John, Jesus presents himself as the living 
replacement of the Torah. He is both its 
embodiment and its fulfillment. He is the 
“Divine Logos,” the Word of God (Jn 1:1-18). 
Jesus refers to himself as “The Bread of Life” 
(Jn 6:48); as the “Light of the World” (Jn. 9:5); 
and “Living Water” (Jn 4:11-15).

Here, in this passage, Jesus confronts 
their idolatry in thinking that knowledge 
of the Law as given by the Torah set them 
free to be members of the kingdom of God. 
Not the Torah, Jesus says, but me… me and 
my Word… Me and my Word are identical; 
we are both the Divine Logos. “Abide in my 
Word…;” Live from my Word…;” “Continue 
in my Word…;” Stay in my Word…;” “Wait 
in my Word….” Remember Jesus’ words to 
Satan in the wilderness, “Man shall not live 
by bread alone but by every Word which 
comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4 & 
Dt 8:3).

What about you on this Reformation 
Sunday; by what laws or book of rules do you 
attempt to justify yourself before God and 
neighbors? This Reformation Sunday text 
exposes you in your bondage to idolatry and 
sets before you true freedom… the freedom 
of life in and from Jesus Christ, the Word of 
God, the one Son who remains in the house 
forever. Now he has claimed you as his sister 
or brother so that you too will enjoy the 
freedom of your Father’s house.

  
Table Talk: Discuss how easy it is to fall 

into bondage, especially that of the law.

Pray:   Heavenly Father, tear me away 
from all idolatry that I might live in the 
freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen
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John 8:31-36 English Standard Version (ESV)
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples,  
 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
 
33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 
sin.  
 
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.  
 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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