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Matthew 20:1-16
“Or do you begrudge my 

generosity?” Vs. 15

The translation above does not do 
justice to the sharpness of the charge 
leveled by the master of the house against 
the grumblers. The literal translation from 
Greek would read: “Is your eye evil because 
I am good?” The accusation of possessing 
an evil eye could mean a death sentence if 
the surrounding crowd was stirred up and 
turned into a mob seeking its own version 
of justice upon the supposed offender. The 
culture of Jesus’ day and time took the evil 
eye so seriously that entire industries were 
dedicated to combat it. The architectural 
industry designed into the buildings of the 
day, specific artwork depicting lewd sexual 
acts or grotesque figures which warded 
off the evil eye by distracting it from its 
intended purpose. Paintings on buildings 
and walls, especially using the color blue and 
depicting a figurative eye, were also said to 
be effective. Jewelry, specifically pendants 
and amulets, were designed to be worn as 
protection against the evil eye. Shamans 
developed rituals, mostly hand gestures and 
epithets, that the people could use to ward off 
its effects.

That culture believed a person’s eye 
emanated the power of their soul. We would 

call it superstition but several times in 
Scripture (Mt. 6:22; Lk. 11:34-36; Mt. 20:15; 
Mk. 7:22; Gal. 3:1) the evil eye is referenced, 
and translators seem reluctant to let the 
power of that superstition, and its curse, 
stand. Simply put, the power of the evil eye 
is that of envy, jealousy, and covetousness. 
The evil eye looks at the possessions of 
others, at their relationships, or at their 
honor and reputation and says, “If I can’t 
have that, then nobody can.” It is a desire to 
possess so completely that it would wish the 
object of that desire destroyed if it cannot be 
possessed. That is its curse.

The commandments against coveting 
are directed against the practice of the 
evil eye. When Eve “looked” at the Tree of 
Knowledge, she fell prey to her own evil 
eye and coveted the things of God. We, too, 
fall prey to our own evil eye when we look 
at the things purported to be of God, such 
as righteousness, holiness, perfection, and 
immortality. We want to possess them for 
our own justification rather than be justified 
through the preaching of Christ, him 
crucified, and him alone.

Table Talk: Discuss how fear of the evil 
eye would affect a culture.

Pray: Heavenly Father, save me from the 
curse of looking. Amen
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Matthew 20:1-16 English Standard Version (ESV)
20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard.  
 
2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.  
 
3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace,  
 
4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’  
 
5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
 
6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’  
 
7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 
too.’  
 
8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’  
 
9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius.  
 
10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them 
also received a denarius.  
 
11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house,  
 
12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  
 
13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with 
me for a denarius?  
 
14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.  
 
15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my
generosity?’  
 
16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Matthew 20:1-16 English Standard Version (ESV)
20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard.  
 
2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.  
 
3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace,  
 
4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’  
 
5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
 
6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’  
 
7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 
too.’  
 
8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’  
 
9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius.  
 
10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them 
also received a denarius.  
 
11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house,  
 
12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  
 
13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with 
me for a denarius?  
 
14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.  
 
15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my
generosity?’  
 
16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Table Talk Table Talk
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, A                       September 20, 2020The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, A                       September 20, 2020

www.ilt.edu   •  PO Box 833  •   Brookings, SD    •   (605)692-9337 www.ilt.edu   •  PO Box 833  •   Brookings, SD    •   (605)692-9337


