
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, A                                   August 02, 2020

Matthew 14:13-21
“But when the crowds heard it, 

they followed him on foot from
the towns.” Vs. 13

Jesus wanted to grieve. John the Baptist, 
the preacher who had baptized him (Lk. 
3:21)… the preacher who had pointed at 
him, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world” (Jn. 1:36)… 
the preacher who grasped Jesus’ importance, 
saying, “He must increase and I must 
decrease” (Jn. 3:30)… John the Baptist was 
beheaded by King Herod. The news moved 
Jesus so he “withdrew to a desolateplace by 
himself ” (vs. 13). But “when the crowds 
heard it, they followedhim on foot from the 
towns” (vs. 13).

Conspicuously, the crowds had no 
compassion on Jesus. He wanted to be in 
solitude, pray, and mourn John’s passing. 
Didn’t happen! Jesus had garnered a 
reputation as a miracle worker. When you or 
a family member needs a miracle, your need 
transcends the preference of any miracle 
worker. Though the crowds displayed no 
compassion for him, Jesus had compassion 
on them (vs. 14). No solitude for him, the 
crowds pressed him. No prayer for him in 
the din of shouts and cries for attention. 
No cries of grief for him, members of the 
crowd shouted them out in celebration of the 

miracles worked in their midst.
We, you and I, hear in these two verses an 

exhortation, and anaccusation, from the law. 
The exhortation is delivered by this simple 
sentence: “He had compassion on them” 
(vs. 14). So, we are motivated and exhorted 
by the law (“Be like Jesus!”) to ever greater 
heights of compassion. But the accusation 
brings the realization that, when it comes to 
our needs for miraculous intervention, we 
have little or no compassion for Jesus. The 
compassion is all one-sided: Jesus has it for 
us, yet we have none for him. Nonetheless, 
the crowds, void of compassion, received 
healing for their sick, plus nurture for their 
bellies as well. Thank God he acts on his love 
for us and not on our love for him!

Table Talk: Discuss how the “crowds” 
often intrude upon you

Pray: Heavenly Father, grant me the gift 
of compassion. Amen
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Matthew 14:13-21 English Standard Version (ESV)
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate 
place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. 

14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 

15 Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.” 

16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 

17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 

18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 

19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five 
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he 
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them 
to the crowds.  
 
20 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of 
the broken pieces left over.  
 
21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children.
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