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Matthew 22:1-14
Bind him hand and foot and 

cast him [out]  Vs. 13

Jesus tells a parable in which many 
details are not included because they would 
have been understood by the hearers. One 
of those details is that invitations to events 
like this would have included a prospective 
guest list. Each invitee could peruse the 
list, evaluate the honor and reputation of 
each prospective guest, and then decide 
as to whether they would attend or not. 
A second detail is that garments suitable 
to the occasion would be provided by the 
king. The son, the bridegroom, and the new 
daughter-in-law, the bride, were not to be 
upstaged in their wedding finery by some 
guest determined to make the occasion into 
a fashion show staring himself or herself. 
That would be disrespectful.

As Jesus tells the parable, though, the 
king is disrespected. Not once, not twice, but 
three times the guests snub the king, even 
killing his messengers. The first rejection 
occurred when the invitees received the 
invitation but refused to come. The second 
rejection was more brutal; not only did the 
invitees go off to other pursuits but they also 
brutalized and killed the king’s messengers. 
The third rejection took place during the 
feast itself. The king’s servants had finally 

succeeded in rounding up a crowd of street 
people sufficient to fill the hall. As the king 
wandered the crowd, enjoying the merriment 
and celebration taking place, his eye fell on 
an out-of-place guest, a guest not clothed in 
the wedding garment provided by the king. 
This disrespect angered the king and he 
ordered that presumptuous guest cast out 
into the most miserable place imaginable.

When the church, the bride of Christ, is 
gathered for the marriage feast of the Lamb, 
that great eschatological banquet, our Lord 
himself will have clothed us. Just as he is 
dressed in clothing dipped in blood (Rev. 
19:13), so too will our garments be washed in 
the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). The Lord 
will accept no other attire for the guests at his 
Son’s wedding feast. It’s not a come as you are 
party where you display the finery of your 
virtues or the boldness of your vices. No, you 
may only come clothed in the forgiveness of 
Christ.

 
Table Talk: Talk about what you’d like to 

wear at that banquet feast.

Pray:  Heavenly Father, so clothe me in 
Jesus’ righteousness that I come to care little 
for my own. Amen
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Matthew 22:1-14 English Standard Version (ESV)
22 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying,  

2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son,  
 
3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would 
not come.  
 
4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to 
the wedding feast.”’  
 
5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business,  
 
6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them.  
 
7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their 
city.  
 
8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  
 
9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’  
 
10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad 
and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.
 
11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding 
garment.  
 
12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he 
was speechless.  
 
13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
 
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
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