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John 17:1-11
“keep them in your name… …

that they may be one.”
 Vs. 11

Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (Jn. 
10:30). It would be the death of him. Yet, 
Jesus constantly addressed God as “Father” 
and repeatedly asserted their identity as 
“one.” In both the Lord’s Prayer and in the 
passage before us—often called Jesus’ “High 
Priestly” prayer— Jesus’ calls upon God 
as “Father.” He taught the disciples to pray, 
saying “When you pray, pray like this: ‘Our 
Father, who art in heaven…’” (Mt. 6:9). Here, 
in his High Priestly Prayer, Jesus calls upon 
the “only true God” (vs. 3) using the address 
Father or Holy Father three distinct times 
(vs. 2, 5, & 11). The Apostle Paul tells us that 
only by the Spirit of adoption can we cry 
out, “Abba! Father” (Ro. 8:15)—that is, only 
as the Holy Spirit works faith so that we are 
children of God are we able to call upon the 
only true God with such an intimate name 
as “Father.”

So now, the entire Trinity works to give us 
our God’s name as “Father.” This is the name 
that unites us… the name that announces we 
are all of one family… the name in which we 
are one. Jesus prays for this “one-ness.” “Holy 
Father keep them in your name, which you 

have given me, that they may be one, even as 
we are one” (vs. 11).

The first thing to note here is that Jesus 
does not ask his Holy Father to make us one. 
Rather, Jesus prays that the Father would 
keep us in his name. Only secondarily, only 
as a result of being kept in the name of the 
Father, would we be one. Only being kept by 
the Father in the Father’s name generates the 
desired unity.

Unity does not spring from the work of 
the church; it is worked upon the church. 
One-ness is not the result of human effort; it 
is the Father’s effort for the church to enjoy. 
Unity and one-ness result from the work of 
the Father to keep us in his name. The Father 
works to keep his family, the brothers and 
sisters of Jesus Christ, united and one. Only 
as you, I, and all Christians are kept in the 
name of our Father in heaven can we be said 
to be one in the sense for which Jesus prays. 
Only as we call upon the one true God using 
the name which Jesus died to give us, do we 
name ourselves as part of the Father’s family 
and name Jesus as our brother.

Table Talk:  Why must unity and one 
ness be the work of Father?

Pray: Heavenly Father, keep me in your 
name that I remain one with you and your 
family. Amen
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John 17:1-11 English Standard Version (ESV)
17 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 
you,  

2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him.  

3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent.  
 
4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to 
do.  
 
5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had 
with you before the world existed.

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word.  
 
7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you.  
 
8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received 
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me.  
 
9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom 
you have given me, for they are yours. 

10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them.  
 
11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given 
me, that they may be one, even as we are one.
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