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Colossians 1:13-20
“He has delivered us from the 

domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom 
of his beloved Son” Vs. 13

As a believer caught up in the faith of 
Jesus Christ, you possess a dual citizenship. 
By virtue of your flesh—that is, your mortal 
body—you have citizenship in this old world 
which is passing away. By virtue of your 
faith—that is, the presence of Jesus Christ—
you have citizenship in the New Creation 
which has already come into being through 
Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Your mortal 
body no longer has a life of its own; it has 
Jesus Christ as its life (Gal. 2:20). Its flesh is 
subject to all the weaknesses of flesh and will 
eventually return to the dust from which it 
was made (Ge. 2:19). Your life, however, is 
hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). When 
Christ comes in his glory, that hidden life of 
yours will be revealed in its glory as the Lord 
speaks it into fleshly existence in the New 
Creation.

For the time being, you wait. While you 
wait, the Lord wants to fill your ears with his 

Word, Jesus Christ, because “in him all things 
hold together” (vs 16). Jesus Christ is the one 
who spans the eschaton, holding together 
your mortal flesh with your life hidden in 
God. In him, your present and your future 
are united. For now, he is the first born from 
the dead. Specifically, his life is your new 
life raised up from the watery repentance 
of baptism. Also, while you wait, your Lord 
gives you neighbors so that your hands will 
have something to do. When Jesus Christ is 
your life, your ears become the organ of your 
righteousness as they hear the Word of God 
and the Holy Spirit works faith in you. Your 
hands—that is, your works—provide no 
righteousness before God. The work of your 
hands is simply useful to your neighbors in 
their neediness.

In this time between your sacramental 
death beneath water and the Word in 
Baptism and your physical death of going 
down to the dust in your grave, you no longer 
have an “I” at the center of you—an “I” which 
must be constantly concerned about its 
righteousness. Instead, God puts both Christ 
and neighbors at the center of you. The first 
serves you by filling your ears with his Word. 
The second you serve by filling your hands 
with their needs.

Table Talk:  How is achieving 
righteousness detrimental to neighborliness?

Pray:   Heavenly Father, hold me as a 
citizen of two kingdoms. Amen
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Colossians 1:13-20 English Standard Version (ESV)

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 

14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 

17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross.
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