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John 3:1-17
“Nicodemus said to him, ‘How 

can these things be?’” Vs. 9

Nicodemus’ question betrays his 
bewilderment at these “heavenly things” (vs. 
12). Just as Nicodemus has been bewildered by 
these heavenly things, so too he is bewildered 
by the new birth into the kingdom of God 
(vs. 4). Nicodemus’ bewilderment places him 
in quite a company: there is Mary confronted 
by the angel Gabriel who relates to her the 
heavenly things soon to come to earth 
through her. She too responds, “How will 
this be?” (Lk. 1:34). There is Jesus, perplexed 
at Nicodemus’ bewilderment over earthly 
things (vs. 12). There are the Jews confronted 
by Jesus in their lack of faith: “How can you 
believe, when you receive glory from one 
another but do not seek the glory that comes 
from the only God?” (Jn. 5:44). There are the 
bewildered Jews puzzled by Jesus’ insistence 
that they must eat his flesh, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat” (Jn. 6:52)? There 
is Thomas, one of the Twelve, expressing the 
disciples’ bewilderment: “How can we know 
the way” (Jn. 14:5)?

Yes, bewildered Nicodemus is in good 
company… as are you. You, too, are numbered 
among the company of the bewildered. The 
heavenly things which Jesus reveals to you, 
me, and the entire company of the church 
are beyond our comprehension: A God who 

dies? Justification of the godless? Salvation of 
the unworthy? A divine inheritance received 
through a mere sip of wine and bit of bread? 
New birth from a baptismal font? Sins 
forgiven unconditionally? These heavenly 
things are, like the peace of God which 
passes understanding, beyond us, and are 
mysteries for us to receive and enjoy.

Jesus provides Nicodemus an explanation 
for his bewilderment: Nicodemus has yet to 
ascend into heaven. No one has yet ascended 
into heaven except the Son of Man (vs. 13). 
You and I along with the company of the 
church remain in our bewilderment over 
these heavenly things until such time as 
we too “ascend into heaven.” We receive 
them as the mysteries of faith given to 
us in Jesus Christ. Any understanding… 
Any resolution…. Any comprehension…. 
Outside of Him, is pure speculation without 
warrant and steals our gaze away from our 
one true Lord and God, Jesus Christ.

Table Talk: Discuss ways that you and 
others have speculated on heavenly things.

Pray:  Heavenly Father, keep my ears 
attuned to Jesus and none other. Amen 
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John 3:1-17 English Standard Version (ESV)
3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  

2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 

3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 

10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? 

11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have 
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 

12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 

13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.
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