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John 7:37-39
“If anyone thirsts, let him come 

to me and drink”
 Vs. 37

Jesus risks his life by attending the 
Festival of the Booths in Jerusalem (Jn. 
7:25). He doesn’t go up to this post-harvest 
festival with his disciples (Jn. 7:8). After they 
have gone, Jesus goes but he goes incognito 
(Jn. 7:10). Then about half-way through the 
festival, he sheds his anonymity, enters into 
the Temple courts and begins to teach (Jn. 
7:14). As a result, many try to seize him and 
take him to the ruling religious authorities, 
but they couldn’t “because his time had 
not yet come” (Jn. 7:30). Still, many others 
believed in him (Jn. 7:31). There is much 
contention and conniving going on among 
the people, the ruling religious authorities, 
and their officials.

Finally, the last day of the Festival 
arrives and Jesus makes a most remarkable 
pronouncement: the satisfaction of all those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
(Jn. 7:37). You might recall one of the 
Beatitudes delivered by Jesus went like this: 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” 
(Mt. 5:6). There, at the Festival of Booths 
in Jerusalem, Jesus announces the means 

by which that thirsting for righteousness 
will be quenched. It will be quenched by 
drinking from the inexhaustible flow of 
living water pouring forth from the heart of 
this person Jesus Christ. When the thirsty 
ones drink from this living water, they will 
never thirst again (Jn. 4:14). Furthermore, in 
the drinking of the water of Jesus Christ, it 
becomes “a spring welling up to eternal life” 
(Jn. 4:14).

Aside from Jesus Christ, no way exists for 
you to satisfy your thirst for righteousness. 
Aside from Jesus Christ, no way exists 
between you and eternal life. Your thirst for 
righteousness can only be quenched… your 
way to eternal life can only be established… 
in Jesus Christ, the Water of Life. This living 
water flows unstoppable out of the font… 
out from the pulpit… and off from the altar. 
These are the places where your preacher 
delivers Jesus Christ, him alone, and him 
crucified. You will not find righteousness nor 
eternal life in any other place. Give thanks 
to God that all you must do is show up. You 
must show up for the water with the Word 
to poured over your head. You must show 
up for the preached Word of forgiveness to 
be put in your ears. You must show up for 
the flesh and blood of your Lord to be fed to 
you with the bread and wine. Jesus’ words are 
true: “My yoke is easy, my burden light.”

Table Talk: Talk about the blessing 
received from the Beatitude’s fulfillment. 

Pray: Heavenly Father, give me this living 
water. Amen
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John 7:37-39 English Standard Version (ESV)
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 

38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.’” 

39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were 
to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.
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