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Luke 24:36-49
“…repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all 

nations…” Vs. 47

What we have in this text is a sending 
account like that of Matthew, chapter 28. 
In Matthew’s account, the disciples had 
doubters among them. Here, the disciples 
were disbelieving. Jesus had to “open their 
minds to understand the Scriptures” (vs. 
45). Just like in Matthew’s account (and 
Mark’s, John’s, and Acts’) the disciples are 
transformed from the ones who follow after 
Jesus, into the ones who are sent out to bear 
witness to Jesus. With this sending, Jesus 
gives a name to replace disciple; he gives 
them the name apostle.

Common to all five sending stories, 
the account before us includes the content 
of the witness these newly commissioned 
apostles are to deliver. They are to preach, 
bearing witness to the name of Jesus, by 
proclaiming “repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins” (vs. 47). Just here, we are introduced 
into a conundrum. What is the relationship 
of repentance to the forgiveness of sins? 
There is an argument made by some that 
repentance is a necessary pre-condition for 
hearing the absolution. To hold this position, 
repentance becomes a work which must 
be accomplished before forgiveness can be 

spoken. In that sense, the forgiveness Jesus 
pronounced upon the world requires a work 
of every individual—repentance—in order 
for Jesus’ pronouncement to be true for those 
individuals.

The “for” in “repentance for the 
forgiveness” does not stand as a condition 
or as the demand for some work of sorrow 
or contrition. The Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
forgiveness of sins, is an unconditional word, 
demanding no works, valid and true, even as 
it falls upon believers and unbelievers alike. 
Only as the forgiveness of sins is preached 
as the Gospel of Jesus Christ… only as the 
forgiveness of sins remains the baptismal 
promise… only as the forgiveness of sins 
constitutes the purpose of the eating and 
drinking… only then is repentance possible. 
Only when all our works are eliminated and 
God’s promise stands bare and unadorned 
by our striving, are we able to trust God and 
acknowledge our sins.

Table Talk: Discus those times when 
repentance has been made a condition of 
forgiveness.

Pray: Heavenly Father, repent me of my 
unbelief, that I would believe. Amen
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Luke 24:36-49 English Standard Version (ESV)
36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 
them, “Peace to you!”  
 
37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a
spirit.  
 
38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  
 
39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  
 
40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  
 
41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?”  
 
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  
 
43 and he took it and ate before them.
 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.”  
 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  
 
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead,  
 
47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
 
48 You are witnesses of these things.  
 
49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.
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