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Matthew 2:1-12
“…they saw the child… and 

they fell down and worshiped 
him” Vs. 11

The Magi worshiped the infant Jesus. 
Now, in this time of sentimental Christmas 
celebrations, much admiring and gushing 
surround our notion of worship. Baby Jesus 
is nice; he is cute. Don’t you just adore him? 
The cuteness overwhelms the truth. As 
a mentor of mine used to caution, “Love 
without truth is mere sentimentality.”

This text stands in opposition to a 
Christmas of mere sentiment and cuteness. 
This day that marks the end of the twelve 
days of Christmas signals Christ’s revelation 
to the world, his “epiphany.” In the reading 
before us, Jesus is already implicated in the 
political intrigue (vs. 8) which will eventually 
sentence him to death. The text anticipates 
Herod’s reaction at being tricked by the 
Magi (Mt. 2:16-18) and the massacre of 
Bethlehem’s babies.

The Magi worshiped the infant Jesus. 
The Greek word (prosēnenkan) used in vs. 
11 translated by our English word “worship,” 
is the strongest of the New Testament words 
used for worship. To worship means “falling 
on your face,” “putting your face in the 
dirt,” and “to put your life in the hands of 
the king.” The prostrate position of worship 

bared the back of neck and readied it for the 
executioner’s sword. The king had but to nod 
his head or flick a finger and that would be 
the end of your head. Worship was serious 
business in ancient times.

Jesus’ epiphany reveals him to the world 
as the king who does not take life but delivers 
life to those who worship him. He delivered 
his life, and the world cruelly took it. You, 
who are dead in the sin of the world, now 
receive life from him who gave his life for 
you. Jesus’ epiphany reveals your death in 
sin and the life that is yours in the worship of 
Jesus. That worship reveals you as one who 
has no life outside of Jesus Christ and the life 
he gives you. The Feast of Epiphany reveals 
Jesus as the giver of life to the world and it 
reveals you as dead in sin with no other life 
than the one given to you by Jesus Christ.

Table Talk: Discuss some harsh truths 
contrary to Christmas sentimentality.

Pray:    Heavenly Father, grant me true 
worship of Christ my lord on this the Feast 
of Epiphany. Amen
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Matthew 2:1-12 English Standard Version (ESV)
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem,  
 
2 saying, Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.  
 
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  
 
4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 

5 They told him, In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6 And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared.  
 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, Go and search diligently for the child, and when you
have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.  
 
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  
 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  
 
11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  
 
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 
way
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