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Matthew 17:1-9
“And when they lifted up their 

eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
only.” Vs. 8

We have a problem, you and I: We covet. 
Oh, I don’t mean we covet our neighbor’s 
spouse, house, or property. No, our coveting 
goes much deeper than that. We covet that 
which is forbidden to us forbidden for the 
sake of our faith. We covet sight rather than 
faith. This presents a problem for us who 
must walk by faith and not by sight. As the 
Apostle preaches regarding hope (faith and 
hope are deeply connected), “Who hopes for 
what he sees?” (Ro. 8:24). We covet replacing 
the things of faith and hope with the things 
of sight and experience.

That’s why we come to envy these three 
disciples: Peter, James, and John. They are 
granted an advance manifestation of Jesus 
in his glory… of Jesus in the company of the 
Law (Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah). They 
are given the experience of hearing God 
himself speak from the heavens. The glory 
of the Lord shone around them; and it was 
all too much for them. Awe-inspired… fear 
inspired… they could not help themselves: 
they fell on their faces. This is biblical idiom 
for “they worshipped.” Face down and prone 
on the ground, they could only receive what 
their Lord and their God would do to them.

So, their Lord Jesus gives them 
reassurance, “Rise, and have no fear” (vs. 7). 
When they did lift their eyes, their gift was 
to see Jesus only (cf. vs 8). But, oh my, what 
sight and sound they had received. Now 
that’s something to covet, being caught up 
in the direct experience of God’s glory. Yet, it 
was very fleeting. Only Jesus remained. They 
were ordered by Jesus to keep silent until 
after the resurrection. Compared to the sight 
of Jesus Transfigured… compared to the 
appearance of Moses and Elijah… compared 
to hearing the voice of God… compared to 
the glory of the Lord shining around them… 
the sight of Jesus in his mere humanity must 
have been quite a come down. Yet, it was his 
gift to them for the sake of their faith.

So, you, too, covet the sights and sounds 
of the Transfiguration because it is so 
exceedingly hard to walk by faith alone… to 
live in hope alone… without sight. Yet, for 
the sake of both your faith and hope, your 
Lord Jesus comes in the Word… he comes 
in the Sacraments… for in them you have all 
the glory you need for this world… in them 
God himself speaks to you through your 
preacher who directs your eyes and ears to 
Jesus and Jesus only.

Table Talk: Why is it so hard to walk by 
faith and not by sight?

Pray:   Heavenly Father, forgive my 
coveting and hold me in faith. Amen
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Matthew 17:1-9 English Standard Version (ESV)

17 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 

2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became white as light. 

3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 

4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will 
make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
a voice from
the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen 
to him.” 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified.

7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 

8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
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