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John 15:26-27, 15:4b-15
“And when he [the Helper] 

comes, he will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness 

and judgment…” Vs. 8

What a funny way for the Helper to 
begin his work among you… you who 
are numbered among the sinners in this 
world. Oh, you may have thought you knew 
something about sin and how to avoid it… 
you may have thought you knew something 
about righteousness and how to obtain 
it… you may have thought that you knew 
something about judgment and how to 
escape it… but the first thing the Helper is 
going to do is say to you, “You’re wrong!”

Jesus gives the reason, “… concerning 
sin, because they do not believe in me…” 
With these words, Jesus tells his hearers then 
and now that sin is not a matter of morality. It 
is a matter of faith. Witness the Apostle Paul 
declaring, “Whatever is not of faith is sin” 
(Ro. 14:23b). The Helper convicts your puny 
determination of sin as a matter of morality, 
saying to you, “You’re wrong!”

Jesus gives the reason, “…concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, 
and you will see me no longer…” With these 
words, Jesus tells his hearers then and now 
that after he goes to the Father, they will no 

longer see righteousness. There has been and 
there will ever be only one righteous person 
who walked the earth: Jesus Christ. The world 
is full of sinners; you included since you are 
in the world. You have no righteousness, 
nothing commendable, no righteousness 
apart from the righteousness of Jesus Christ; 
and he has taken that righteousness with 
him to the Father. The Helper convicts you 
saying, “You’re wrong!”

Jesus gives the reason, “…concerning 
judgment because the ruler of this world is 
judged.” The ruler of this world turns the 
attention of all the world’s inhabitants—
you included—to the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge. The ruler of this world entices 
you to eat again and again of its fruit—the 
knowledge of good and evil, right and 
wrong; and so you do. Armed with your 
puny mortal “judgment” on the matters of 
good, right, and acceptable, you attempt to 
hold God hostage to your judgments. The 
Helper convicts you saying, “You’re wrong!”

Yet, after convicting you, the Helper will 
declare to you all the things of Jesus Christ 
(vs. 15), handing over the forgiveness of sins, 
life, and salvation.

Table Talk: Discuss the difficulty of 
hearing, “You’re wrong!”

Pray:  Heavenly Father, convict me so 
that I may enjoy what is yours. Amen
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John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 English Standard Version (ESV)
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 

27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 
But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told them to you. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because 
I was with you. 

5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 

6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 

7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 
go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 

8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 

9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 

10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 

11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 
speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. 

14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  
 
15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.
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