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Matthew 27:57-66
“Joseph… laid [the body] in his 

own new tomb…” Vs. 60

Jesus was born into this creation from a 
virgin womb. He is born into the new creation 
through a virgin tomb. The virginity of the 
womb and the tomb drive home to us the 
absolutely unprecedented event that is Jesus 
Christ. Nothing like Jesus had happened 
before; and, by inference, nothing like him 
has happened since. Joseph of Arimathea 
provided the newly hewn tomb, never used, 
and, until Jesus’ death, reserved for Joseph 
himself. He sealed the tomb with a “great 
stone.” Like the rock of the tomb itself, this 
stone was of carved and shaped limestone. 
This wheel-like stone was mounted in a 
sloped channel in which the stone could roll 
downhill until it came to rest and blocked 
completely the entrance to the tomb. The 
heft of the stone meant several men would 
be required to roll the stone up its channel 
and unblock the entrance. The requirement 
of several men to open the tomb discouraged 
tomb robbers and others who would defile 
the grave.

Not content with this first line of security, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees sought 
greater prohibitions to any access of Jesus’ 
tomb. They received a guard of soldiers who 
proceeded to seal the tomb. The seal was 

mostly clay pushed into the crack between 
the stone and the rock of the tomb. The clay 
would have been marked with the Imperial 
seal of Rome which meant that anyone who 
broke the seal would be a criminal in the 
eyes of Rome. The third and final prohibition 
to access was the presence of the guards 
themselves. Roman soldiers standing at 
guard would have presented an imposing 
sight for anyone coming along to steal Jesus’ 
body.

There, in that well-sealed darkness, Jesus 
waits. He waits there just like any other 
mortal who has come to the end of their 
mortal days. Jesus waits. He waits for the 
sound of his Father’s voice, “Come forth! My 
Son, come forth!” He, who was nurtured in a 
virgin’s womb and was called forth by forces 
of nature, is now he who was nurtured in a 
virgin tomb and called forth by the voice of 
his Father. 

Table Talk: Discuss the “womb/tomb” 
imagery.

Pray: Heavenly Father, call me forth 
from my tomb that I might live. Amen
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Matthew 27:57-66 English Standard Version (ESV)
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus.  
 
58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to 
be given to him.  
 
59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 

60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he
rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 

61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 

63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still 
alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 

64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his 
disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the
dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as 
you can.” 

66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a 
guard.
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