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General Information

The Library

The library of the Institute of Lutheran Theology has extensive physical and online collections targeted
to the theological research needs of ILT’s students and faculty. A fully-qualified librarian is available to 
assist users. Students in the U.S. can borrow books by mail. 

Hours and Contact Information

The ILT Library Office is open Monday – Friday, 9am – 4pm. The Library is closed on all school holidays 
listed in the academic calendar.

Contact Rev. David Patterson, MLIS, for any library questions.

• Email: dpatterson@ilt.org

• Phone: (605)651-9729

• Skype: dpatterson.ilt.org
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Library Resources

Library Web Page

The ILT Library web page is the primary point of access for all Library Resources and Services.
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Library Catalog

The ILT Library Catalog is the primary point of access for finding the borrowing books and periodicals 
from the Library's physical collections.  Library catalog accessible from the library page or directly from
your class page.

The Library maintains extensive monograph and periodical collection in every area of study at the 
Institute of Lutheran Theology including:

• Exegetical Theology

• Historical Theology

• Doctrinal Theology

• Practical Theology

• Ethics & Philosophy of Religion
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Library Databases

Ebrary Ebook Collection

The Ebrary Religion, Philosophy and Classics collection offers over 12,000 authoritative e-books, 
along with powerful tools to help you find, use, and manage the information you need. Subject 
coverage includes: 

• Ancient Rhetoric

• Dead Sea Scrolls

• Greek Culture & History

• Islam

• Judaism

• Latin Poetry

• Logic

• Mythology

• Spirituality

• The Bible

• Theology
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ProQuest Religion

ProQuest Religion is an indispensable resource for religious studies programs and for anyone 
researching religious issues and perspectives. This resource presently has more than 260 journals, 
with most of them available with full-text. The content is full-text, scholarly, and designed to meet the 
needs of both religious studies programs and general library collections.

ProQuest Religion covers formal theological studies and commentary on topics of general interest 
from the perspectives of many, worldwide religions. In addition, there are many titles from religious 
publishing bodies and nondenominational organizations.

ProQuest Religion provides an excellent source of religious news and information, informative details 
on doctrines and philosophies, and scholarly reports on religious history. More full-text journals have 
been added in related religious studies, such as philosophy, ethics, and international perspectives. 
Many essential full-text titles cannot be found in any other online database.

Library Additional Resources

Index Theologicus

Index Theologicus is a product of the Library of Theology and Religious Studies Tübingen University 
and serves as the Library's primary tool for academic journal research. Index Theologicus includes 
document citations for more than 600 periodicals undated daily.

ILT Library Custom Search Engines

The ILT Library has developed two custom Google® Search Engines to support academic research:

Full-Text Books

• Provides access to more than 10,000 full-text titles covering every area of study at ILT

Full-Text Articles

• Provides access to 354 full-text online journals covering every area of study at ILT 

Library Study

The Library maintains a Library Study for use by students, faculty, and area pastors for  theological 
research purposes. The Library Study includes a dedicated theological reference collection and access 
to all library resources. The Library Study can be reserved by contacting the Librarian.
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Library Services

Reference Services

The ILT Library offers comprehensive theological and academic reference services from ready 
reference queries through in-depth research consultation services.

• Reference Desk chat box available in the Library web page for ready-reference queries.

• Librarian is available via Skype® for face-to-face reference interviews.

• During each semester, the Library offers live reference services to students and faculty from 
9am to 4pm Mon-Fri.

Lending Services

The ILT Library offers next business day Borrow by Mail services for its physical collections.

When an information need cannot be met by the Library's physical and online collection, the Library 
facilitates access to Inter-Library Loan and Document Delivery services through the member libraries 
of the American Theological Library Association and the Association of Theological Librarians.

Library Policies & Procedures

Library Lending Policy

Effective immediately the ILT Library lending policy is as follows:

• Loan Period – 4 Weeks

• Grace Period – 1 Week

• Fine After Grace Period – $1/Week

• Maximum Fine – $52.00

• Lost After – 365 Days

• Renewals – 3

This policy applies to all Library Patrons (i.e. Students, Faculty, Staff, etc.).
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Library How To's

How to Search the Library Catalog

Basic searches

When you type a search term in Library search, the catalog looks through three resource fields for 
your term: Title, Author/Creator, and Subject. Search results will then include all matches from all 
fields.

Say you searched for "Yeats". That might return the following:

• A New Commentary on the Poems of W.B. Yeats by A. Norman Jeffaires: this matched the Title 
field

• The Collected Poems of W.B. Yeats by William Butler Years: this matched the Author/Creator 
field

• The Hybrid Muse: Postcolonial Poetry in English by Jahan Ramazani: this matched the Subject 
field

Fuzzy matching

The Library catalog uses "fuzzy matching" for basic searches as outlined above. In addition to 
searching through the different resource fields, it also checks for words that look and sound similar to 
your search term.

For example, if you misspelled the poet's name and searched for "Yates", the catalog will include 
matches for (among other possibilities): 

• Yeats

• Oates

• AIDS

• And, of course, Yates. 

Advanced Search

Advanced search operators make your searches more specific either by focusing your search or 
excluding results from your search. You can use these operators in combination with one another.

Keywords

Keywords focus your search to specific resource fields. They also let you search for particular 
phrases (groups of words).

• title: Focuses your search term on matches in the title field...

◦ title: collected Title must contain collected 

• author: creator: Focuses your search term on matches in the author or creator field... 
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◦ creator: bach Creator must contain bach 

• subject: Focuses your search term on matches in the subject field... 

◦ subject: poetry criticism One or more subject fields must contain poetry and 
criticism

Other operators

OR 

OR lets you search for more than one discrete term at a time; just insert it between one term 
and the next (you can use it multiple times)

• subject: poetry OR criticism OR history Returns all subject fields that match poetry, 
criticism, or history

• poetry OR yeats OR weather Returns all resources with matches in any field for poetry, 
yeats, or weather

– 

This lets you exclude terms from your search; just insert it right before the term you wish to 
skip

• author: shakespeer title: -midsummer Returns Shakespeare's works (thanks to fuzzy 
matching) except for A Midsummer Night's Dream

EXACT 

Begin your search string with EXACT (must be in all caps) to turn off fuzzy matching 

• EXACT title: great author: fitzgerald Returns F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby

“ ”

Surround a multi-word search term with quotes to turn it into a search string; this will search 
for complete phrases

title: "world war ii" Returns titles that match the string world war ii; fuzzy matching still
applies, so it will also find titles containing world war i and werld wor too
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How to Check out a Book in the Catalog

Once you have identified an item you with to borrow from the library, just follow these steps:

1. Go to that item's resource page (where you see the main catalog record for that book

2. Click on “Place a hold”

3. Select “Main Library” and click “Place Hold”

4. The item will be pulled from the shelf, checked out to you, and mailed on the next business 
day.
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How to Renew a Checked out Book

1. Click on the “My Profile” tab in the “Library” section of Populi.

2. Click on “Renew” for the specific title you wish to renew.
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