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John 1:43-51
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!”

Vs. 49

Titles. Titles belong to specific offices—
that is, they provide us with the function, 
purpose, or task of the person to whom 
the title belongs. In this passage from the 
gospel of John, we are provided with five of 
the seven titles given to Jesus in John 1:19-
51. The titles here are “Son of God,” “Rabbi,” 
“King of Israel,” “Son of Man,” and “him of 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote.” The final two to round out the seven 
are “Messiah” (Jn. 1:41) and “Lamb of God” 
(Jn. 1:29). Of all these titles, Jesus uses “Son 
of Man” most frequently. Jesus, who often 
refers to God as Father, avoids claiming the 
title Son of God and instead uses Son of Man.

Six of the seven titles are traditional 
messianic titles. The use of them is never 
rejected by Jesus. That the title Son of Man 
is the last of the titles to be applied (and that 
on Jesus’ own lips) in the first chapter of 
John’s gospel suggests its priority above other 
titles. The title is found thirteen times in the 
book of John, most often associated with 
three themes: the crucifixion, the benefits of 
Christ’s revelation, and with eschatological 
themes. This Son of Man title has a specific 
counterpoint against the other six titles. They, 

in some way, all point to glory. They glorify 
Jesus by lifting up his function, purpose, or 
task in a way that elevates and emphasizes 
his status. The title Son of Man, on the other 
hand, lifts up a different function, purpose, 
and task: Jesus, the Son of Man, came to 
die… to die as all mortals do… to die as 
every human does. Specifically, the Son of 
Man came to die for you!

The Apostle Paul tells us in his letter to 
the Christians at Rome (Ch. 6 & 8), that we 
are baptized into Jesus’ death and that we are 
being confirmed to his image which is, in 
this world, the image of the crucified. You, 
I, and all the baptized live out the days of our 
baptism waiting in faith for that day when 
Jesus will come in the glory of all those other 
titles, and then the glory of our life too will 
be revealed.

Table Talk:  Discuss the importance of 
Jesus as a mortal human.

Pray:    Heavenly Father grant the Son of 
Man to be my Lord. Amen
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John 1:43-51 English Standard Version (ESV)
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, Follow me.  
 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  
 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  
 
46 Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see.  
 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!  
 
48 Nathanael said to him, How do you know me? Jesus answered him, Before Philip called you, when 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.  
 
49 Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!  
 
50 Jesus answered him, Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.  
 
51 And he said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.
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